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Media Release									[Insert Date]
[Council name] marks 30 years of National Recycling Week with local call to action to residents
[Insert location] residents urged to recycle right, reduce waste and discover local reuse and recycling options from 9–15 November.
[Insert council/community group name] and Planet Ark are encouraging [insert location] residents to discover new ways to reduce, reuse and recycle as National Recycling Week celebrates its 30th anniversary in 2026.
This year’s campaign asks Australians to join the cycle by improving their recycling knowledge and building better recycling habits — while also taking steps to reduce consumption and reuse what they already have.
Residents can host or join recycling-themed events, brush up on their recycling knowledge using Planet Ark’s resources, learn about new developments in recycling policy and technology, or discover local options for recycling everything from batteries to textiles.
“National Recycling Week is a great opportunity for our community to build on the recycling habits we already have and learn a few new ones. Whether it's checking what belongs in your recycling bin, finding a local drop-off point or giving an item a second life, small actions can help keep valuable resources in use for longer,” said [insert spokesperson title/name].
As part of this year’s celebrations, [insert organisation/council name] has organised the following events:
	Event Name
	Contact
	Date & Time
	How to Register

	[Fill as required, or remove if not relevant]
	
	
	



Recent Planet Ark research uncovered a widespread misunderstanding among Australians about what happens to their recycling, with about one in three (31 per cent) mistakenly believing that most items in their recycling bins end up in landfill. This stands in contrast to reality, with most materials that are correctly placed in recycling bins successfully processed and recycled.
Running from 9–15 November, National Recycling Week provides an opportunity for residents and workplaces to learn simple, practical ways to cut waste, recycle right, and help valuable materials stay in use for longer.
Planet Ark CEO Adam Culley said it’s vital that Australians take the opportunity to ensure they are recycling correctly this National Recycling Week.
“Thirty years ago, recycling looked very different. It's encouraging to see that Australians recognise how much easier it has become, but we can't assume that means everyone knows what belongs in their recycling bin.”
“People want to do the right thing, and they need clear, consistent information to help them do it. National Recycling Week is an opportunity to get back to basics, build confidence and remind Australians that small actions can make a real difference when we all take part.”
National Recycling Week, founded by Planet Ark in 1996, helps Australians take waste reduction into their own hands by improving recycling knowledge and habits. Since its inception, Australia’s national recycling rate has increased from just 7 per cent to more than 60 per cent.
For those unsure what can be recycled in their area, Planet Ark’s Recycling Near You website offers council-specific recycling guides, information on reuse and repair, and tools for reducing household waste.
National Recycling Week is made possible by Associate Sponsors Coca-Cola Australia, Winc, Tetra Pak and EcoBatt; Supporting Sponsors Cleanaway, PREP, Sunglass Fix and Cartridges 4 Planet Ark; Community Partner Vinnies; and Official Media Partner Seven West Media.
-- ENDS –
For further information, interviews or images, please contact:
Liam Taylor
Head of Communications, Planet Ark
liam@planetark.org | 02 8484 7205 / 0449 530 525
About Planet Ark
Planet Ark Environmental Foundation is an Australian not-for-profit organisation with a vision of a world where people live in balance with nature. Established in 1992, Planet Ark is one of Australia’s leading environmental behaviour-change organisations, working collaboratively to make positive environmental actions accessible for everyone.
About National Recycling Week
Founded by Planet Ark in 1996, National Recycling Week highlights the environmental benefits of reuse and recycling programs while making participation easy and enjoyable through community events and resources.
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